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LEGAL UPDATES 

1. Emergency Ordinance no. 34 regarding the consumers’ rights within the contracts 

concluded with professionals, as well as for amending and completing some 

normative acts 

Through the normative act there are regulated the consumers’ rights within the contracts 

concluded with professionals, for ensuring a high level of protection for them and a good 

functioning of the market. The emergency ordinance will be applied to any contract concluded 

between a professional and a consumer, including the supply contracts of electronic 

communications services for the public or of some services of access and connection to public 

networks of electronic communications, as well as of delivery of some terminal equipment 

connected to the supply of the service. This is also applied to the contracts of water, natural 

gas, electricity or heat supply, including the one from public suppliers, to the extent that these 

utilities are provided on a contractual basis. The normative act also mentions the contracts for 

which the provisions of the ordinance do not apply. 

The urgency ordinance also regulates aspects related to the requirements in the matter of 

informing for other contracts than the ones beyond commercial spaces and distance contracts, 

the information requirements for distance contracts and the ones beyond commercial spaces, 

the form conditions for the contracts beyond the commercial spaces, as well as for the distance 

contracts, the right to withdraw from a contract, other consumer rights, certain general 

dispositions and penalties. 

2. Circular no. 19 for the interest rates paid for the mandatory minimum reserves 

established  in LEI and in USA dollars starting with the application period 24th May 

– 23rd June 2014 

According to the circular of the National Bank of Romania, starting with the application period 

24th May – 23rd June 2014 the interest rate paid for the mandatory minimum reserves 

established in lei is of 0,48% per year and the interest rate paid for the mandatory minimum 

reserves established in USA dollars is of 0,14% per year. 

3. Law no. 85 regarding the insolvency prevention and insolvency procedures 

The new insolvency law aims to establish a collective procedure for covering the liabilities of the 

debtor, granting, when possible, the chance to recover his activity. 
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According to the new legal provisions, the creditor entitled to request the opening of the 

insolvency procedure is the one whose claim against the debtor’s patrimony is certain, liquid 

and due for more than 60 days. In addition the threshold value is established at 40.000 lei both 

for the creditors and the debtor, including for the claims made by the liquidator appointed in the 

liquidation procedure stipulated by Law no. 31/1990, republished, with the subsequent 

amendments and completions, for claims other than salaries, and for the employees is of 6 

average gross wages in economy/employee.  

The law regulates at the same time aspects related to the insolvency prevention procedures, the 

cross-border insolvency, but also special dispositions applicable to the bankruptcy of credit 

institutions and insurance and reinsurance companies. 

AGRICULTURE 

1. Resolution no. 441 approving the methodological norms for applying the 

provisions of Law no. 297/2013 regarding the establishment of the contractual 

relations in the milk and dairy products sector, as well as for recognizing the 

producers organisations in the milk and dairy products sector 

According to the resolution, in order to obtain the recognition as a producers organisation, a 

legal person will submit through his legal representative the documents stipulated in the 

normative act at the county centre of the Agency for Payments and Intervention in Agriculture 

on whose jurisdiction the organisation is headquartered.  

The file with the documents will be analysed by the Agency, after this the organisation will be 

notified in case there are documents missing from the file. To the extent that the missing 

documents are not submitted within the legal deadline, the file will be submitted to the state 

competent authority with the proposal of rejecting the application.  

The bill of recognition as a producers organization is issued in maximum 60 working days from 

its request and the solicitor is notified in writing within 5 working days. Annually, the competent 

authority, through the nominated persons from the county centre of the Agency for Payments 

and Intervention in Agriculture, perform verifications on the spot at the recognized producers 

organizations/producers organizations associations, with regards to maintaining the conditions 

for recognition. The producers organisation/the producers organisations association will be 
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notified with regards to a verification on the spot at least 10 days prior to it, in order to ensure 

the presence of a representative at the headquarters. 

2.  Order no. 852 approving the Norm regarding the nature, content and production 

of the plum jam for human consumption 

According to the norms, the plum jam is a thick, homogenous paste, obtained by boiling fresh 

plums, after removing non-edible parts, with no sugar/sugars added or other food products that 

contain monosaccharides or disaccharides used for their sweetening properties. 

The raw material for producing plum jam is exclusively represented by fresh plums, respectively 

all the varieties that are suitable for manufacturing this product. Only the ingredients specifically 

stipulated in the normative act can be added for manufacturing this product.  

ENERGY 

1. Order no. 33 approving the Methodology for establishing the payment obligations 

for the reactive electricity and the regulated price for the reactive electricity 

The dispositions of the order will enter into force starting with the 1st January 2015. The 

methodology will be applied by the network operators for establishing the payments obligations 

for the reactive electricity transited through border points of settlement of the electricity 

consumption places and of electricity production places, as well as the electricity production and 

consumption places. 

The methodology provides rules regarding the insurance of reactive electricity and rules 

regarding the establishment of payment obligations for reactive electricity and aspects related to 

the foundation, establishment and approval of the regulated prices for the reactive electricity. 

2. Order no. 35 for designating the last instance providers 

The National Regulatory Authority in the Energy Field designates as last instance providers the 

following electricity supply license holders: S.C. F.F.E.E. ELECTRICA FURNIZARE - S.A., S.C. 

ENEL ENERGIE MUNTENIA - S.A., S.C. ENEL ENERGIE - S.A., S.C. E.ON ENERGIE 

ROMÂNIA - S.A. and S.C. CEZ VÂNZARE - S.A.. 

At the same time, the Order 35/2014 repeals Orders 47/2013 and 113/2013 of the president of 

the National Regulatory Authority in the Energy Field. 
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3. Emergency ordinance no. 35 completing the electricity and natural gas Law no. 

123/2012 

According to the additions brought to Law 123/2012, starting with the 15th July 2014 until the 

31st December 2018, the natural gas producers from Romania or their affiliates, as applicable, 

will be required to conclude transactions on the centralized markets in Romania, transparently 

and non-discriminatory for the sale of a minimum quantity of natural gas from the personal 

production, destined for domestic consumption, in accordance with the regulations issued by the 

National Regulatory Authority in the Energy Field. In addition, starting with the 1st March 2015 

until the 31st December 2018, the licensed suppliers will be required to conclude transactions 

om centralized markets, transparently and non-discriminatory, for the sale/purchase of a 

minimum quantity of natural gas, according to the regulations issued by the National Regulatory 

Authority in the Energy Field. 
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LEGAL PROJECTS IN DEBATE 

GENERAL 

1. Law regarding the social economy 

The law is intended to regulate the field of social economy and to establish the promotion and 

support measures for the social economy. The social economy’s objectives are to strengthen 

the economic and social cohesion, the employment and social services upgrade, the law 

stipulating in this regard ways of achieving these goals. 

The law provides the way of attesting social enterprises, the regulation of social insertion 

enterprises and the way of granting the social trademarks. Among others, there are stipulated 

ways of financing the social insertion enterprises and the mechanisms of supporting and 

encouraging them. In addition, the law project stipulates the establishment of new structures for 

coordinating the problems related to the social economy field, establishing their attributions. For 

the failure to comply with the legal dispositions there are stipulated penalties varying from 1000 

RON to 5000 RON. 

2. Law for amending Law no. 571/2003 regarding the Fiscal Code 

The main amendment brought by this law project aims the compulsory social contribution rates. 

These are modified as follows: 

- 26.3 % for normal work conditions, of which 10.5 % for the individual contribution and 

15.8 % for the contribution owed by the employer; 

- 31.3 % for special work conditions, of which 10.5 % for the individual contribution and 

20.8 % for the contribution owed by the employer; 

- 36.3 % for particular work conditions and for other work conditions, of which 10.5 % for 

the individual contribution and 25.8 % for the contribution owed by the employer. 
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AGRICULTURE 

1. Order approving the regulations regarding the organization of the inspection and 

certification system in organic agriculture 

The order sets of the approving conditions of the mandated entities. For the approval, the 

candidate will submit the specific documents, until the 1st November of each year, at the Ministry 

of Agriculture and Rural Development – the structure with attributions in policymaking in the 

organic agriculture field. The order stipulates the specific cases in which an approval request 

can be rejected. There are established the attributions and obligations of the mandated entities 

towards the operators that perform activities in the organic agriculture field, towards the 

structure with attributions in policymaking in the organic agriculture field and towards the 

structure with attributions of technical inspections in the organic agriculture field. The normative 

act project also provides the attributions of the competent authority’s structures with the 

approval and surveillance of the mandated entities. There are also provided the penalties that 

can be applied to the mandated entities, but also the conditions in which their approval can be 

withdrawn.  

2. Order regarding the recognition of the inter-professional Agreement for sugar 

beet – the harvest of the commercialising year 2014/2015 

The signatory members of the inter-professional agreement are the Sugar Beet Growers of 

Romania Federation, the Association of Sugar from Sugar Beet Producers of Romania and  the 

Sugar Patronage Association of Romania. The inter-professional agreement aims, among 

others, to regulate in a unitary manner at a national level, the relations between partners, to 

ensure the basic contract regarding the production, purchase, delivery and payment of the 

sugar beet, as well as its general clauses, respecting the general interests of the partners from 

the sugar chain, to ensure the general functioning and development framework for the sugar 

industry in Romania and its integration in the European structures and to ensure  the durability  

of the agro-industrial sector of the sugar chain, contributing to the growth of the national sugar 

production at a level that can highlight the potential of the sugar beet culture in Romania and to 

satisfy the national consumption need. It is mentioned that the agreement is valid only for the 

commercialising year 2014/2015. 
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ENERGY 

1. Law for the regulation of the services provided by the energy suppliers to the 

population 

The law aims to regulate the method of payment for the services provided by the electricity or 

heat suppliers for the population. The law project stipulates that the value of the services 

planned by the electricity or heat provider cannot be invoiced in advance to the household users 

in addition to the monthly fee for the contracted services. Additionally, it is forbidden to 

recalculate the value of the services provide to the population by the energy supplier given that 

the household user holds a metrological authorized functional meter, whose purpose is to meter 

the energy he consumes. For the failure to comply with the legal dispositions there are provided 

a series of contraventions that are identified and sanctioned by the National Authority for the 

Consumers Protection. 
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